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An unprecedented year 
”We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.”  (Proverbs 16:9 NLT). Planning 
is a good and godly thing to do.  But there is never any guarantee that our plans 
will work.  God sometimes chooses to bless our plans and see them fulfilled.  And 
sometimes God blows our plans up because He has something different in mind.  
And that has certainly been the storyline so far in 2020! 

In mid-March, church-as-we-knew-it came to a screeching halt.  A pandemic was 
declared, stay-at-home orders were issued, group gatherings were banned, and the 
plug was pulled on the national economy - all in an effort to slow the curve of  
coronavirus cases and avert a medical catastrophe.  Life as we knew it stopped. 

But we never stopped being the church. 

We shifted to on-line only worship experiences, virtual small groups and prayer 
meetings, staff  planning meetings on Zoom, check-in phone calls to the 
congregation, and digital Bible studies.  We continued to serve the poor, needy and 
marginalized in our community and around the world.  The gospel was proclaimed  
people’s lives were changed!  Consider the following. 

• In 14 weeks of  online-only worship experiences, we averaged over 400 
combined views per service on our YouTube channel.  Many views had 
multiple people, including entire families, watching. 

• We raised over $25,000 to send to our ministry partners in rural southern 
Uganda during that country’s coronavirus lockdown.  These funds fed an 
entire village of  500 families for a month, purchased a local medical practice 
and equipped it to give maternity care along with basic healthcare services. 

• We held, and continue to hold, weekly contact-free food drives in support of  
12 Baskets Food Pantry, which has been very stressed during the pandemic.  It 
is estimated that we provided 1,500 pounds of  food and personal care items. 

• We provided personal care and counseling to a number of  people and families 
for whom the coronavirus pandemic created personal and relational crises.   
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The Pandemic’s Impact of  Giving 

When the pandemic and national shutdown began, we made several financial 
decisions. 
1. We would not make pleas for funds when so many people were left unemployed 

and hurting financially. 
2. We would not apply for governmental PPP funding.  We felt impressed by the 

Holy Spirit that turning to the government, rather than God, for help and 
provision was inconsistent with how our church should operate. 

3. We would cut expenses as  much as possible, but still spend funds needed to 
serve our people during the unique challenges the pandemic presented. 

4. We would continue to pay our staff  and missionaries the budget amounts so 
they could continue to serve unencumbered by undue financial pressures. 

How the pandemic has impacted giving nationally 
As you can imagine, the pandemic and 
resulting economic shutdown has impacted 
charitable contributions significantly.  On the 
right are giving stats from churches in the 
United States in the immediate aftermath of  
the national lockdown. 

Not surprisingly, churches fared much better 
than most other charitable organizations, 
showing a commitment to generosity on the 
part of  the faith community. 

How has the pandemic has impacted giving at Connections. 
Here are some comparisons. 
	 Average monthly giving July 2019 through February 2020:	 $47,113 
	 Average monthly giving March 2020 through June 2020:	 	 $34.388 
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Donations have gone down by 27% since the pandemic began.  While this is bad 
news, you will notice that the national average for churches our size (200-499) is 
39%.  So Connections has fared better than most churches our size. 

Our 2020 budget calls for $40,000 in monthly donations.  During the pandemic, 
our monthly donation average has been $34,388.  So we have been averaging 14% 
under budget during the national shutdown. 

Now some good news.  Because of  an exceptionally good donation level in January 
of  this year, combined with cutting expenses since the pandemic began, we have 
actually seen a General Fund balance increase this year of  $5,982!  Thank you 
for your continued faithfulness and generosity during these trying days! 

We do not know what the future holds.  But as the saying goes, we do know Who 
holds that future.  We will continue to trust Him while we carry on with His work 
in this world.  As we stay faithful to God, we are confident that we will have the 
funding to do all the work He has called us to do.  We remain committed to 
financial integrity and transparency.  As conditions evolve, we will keep the church 
family up to speed. 

Semi-Annual Financial Snapshot (As of  June 31, 2020) 

GENERAL FUND  
Beginning balance:		 $179,616.71 
Donations:	 	 	 $240,100.25 
Expenses	 	 	 $234,118.10 
Balance:	 	 	 $185,598.86 

LEGACY FUND  
Beginning balance:		 $410,147.46  
Donations:	 	 	 $  26,319.00  
Expenditures	 	 $	    0.00 
Balance	 	 	 $436,466.46  
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UGANDA MISSION FUND  
Beginning balance:		 $     275.00 
Donations:	 	 	 $26,404.49 
Expenses:	 	 	 $24,609.49 
Balance:	 	 	 $  2,070.00 

F.I.G.H.T. MINISTRIES FUND (D.R.) 
Beginning balance:		 $ 191.74 
Donations:	 	 	 $ 625.00 
Expenses:	 	 	 $     0.00 
Balance:	 	 	 $ 816.74 

TOTAL FUND BALANCES on 6/31/20 
General Fund:	 	 $185,598.86  
Legacy Fund:	 	 $436,466.46  
Uganda Missions:	 	 $    2,070.00  
Dominican Mission:	 $       816.74  

Total Funds on hand:	$624,952.06 
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